
 

 

Linking words exercises – Advanced (Part A) 

 

A - Join the following pairs of sentences with ( No matter how / However ) 

1. The maths problems may be very difficult. He always manages to solve them. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
2. It may be very, very cold. He never wears a coat. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. The film may be very interesting. He always goes to sleep at the cinema. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
4. He may feel very tired. He still insists on staying up late. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
5. My suitcase may be very heavy. The bellhop always manages to carry it. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
B- Join the following pairs of sentences with (Instead of) 

1. He spied on his sister. He should have minded his own business. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. He took the first road. He should have taken the second one. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. She didn't work hard. She wasted her time. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4. They didn't go swimming. They sunbathed.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
5. I didn't get up at six o'clock. I got up at seven o'clock. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

C- Join the following pairs of sentences with (Such .... that ....) 
1. He is very handsome. All the women love him. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
2. The exercise is very long. We'll never finish it this lesson. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. It was very cold. I nearly fainted. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4. She was a charming person. We'll never forget her. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
5: They are very noisy people. They disturb all their neighbors. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
D - Join the following pairs of sentences with (No sooner .... than ....) 

1. I opened the door. The dog ran out. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2: He stood up. He fainted. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. They got on the bus. They realized they hadn't any money. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. He finished his lunch. He felt sick.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. They settled into their new house. They decided to move again. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 



 

 

E- Join the following pairs of sentences with (Scarcely / Hardly……… when……) 

1. The cat ate the mouse. It was sick. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. He came in. He went out again. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. She put on a clean dress. She spilt some soup on it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. She had her supper. She asked for something else to eat. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. We sat down to relax. The doorbell rang. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
F - Join the following pairs of sentences with (Since) 

It has been raining since five o'clock 
 

1. They started-their lunch at 12. 30 p.m. They're still eating. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2. She went to sleep at 11 p.m. It's 7 a.m. and she isn't awake yet. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3. She began this sweater last year. She's still knitting it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
4. They moved to Tetouan in 1982. They're still living there. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
5. I bought this handbag in 2003. • I'm still using it. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Key answers (Part A) 

Exercise A. 

1. No matter how/ however difficult the maths problems are/ may be, he always manages to solve them 

2. No matter how/ however cold it is / may be, he never wears a coat. 

3. No matter how/ however interesting the film is / may be, he always goes to sleep at the cinema. 

4. No matter how/ however tired he feels / may feel, he still insists on staying up late. 

5. No matter how/ however heavy my suitcase is / may be, the porter always manages to carry it. 

 

Exercise B 
1. - Instead of spying on his sister, he should have minded his own business. 

    -  He spied on his sister instead of minding his own business. 

2 - Instead of taking the first road, he should have taken the second one. 

- He took the first road instead of (taking) the second one 

3 - Instead of working hard, she wasted her time. 

4 - Instead of getting up at six o’clock, I got up at seven o’clock 

  

Exercise C 

1 - He's such a handsome man / boy that all the women love him. 

2 - It is such a long exercise that we'll never it this lesson 

3 - It was such cold weather / It was such a cold day that I nearly fainted. 

4. She was such a charming that we'll never forget her. 

5-.They are such noisy people that they disturb all their neighbors. 

 

 



 

 

Exercise D 

1 - No sooner had I opened / I had no sooner opened the door than the dog ran out. 

2 - No sooner had he stood / He had no sooner stood up than he fainted. 

3 - No sooner had they got / they had no sooner got on the bus than they realized they hadn't any 

money. 

4 - No sooner had he finished / He had no sooner finished his lunch than he felt sick. 

5 - No sooner had they settled / they had no sooner settled into their new house than they decided to 

move again. 

 

Exercise E 
1- Scarcely (Hardly) had the cat eaten / the cat had scarcely (hardly) eaten the mouse when it was sick. 

2 - Scarcely (Hardly) had he come in / He had scarcely (hardly) come in when he went out again. 

3 - Scarcely (Hardly) had she put on / She had scarcely (hardly) put on a clean dress when she spilt some    

soup on it. 

4 - Scarcely (Hardly) had she had / She had scarcely (hardly) had her supper when she asked for 

something else to eat. 

5 - Scarcely (Hardly) had we sat down / we had scarcely (hardly) sat down to relax when the doorbell 

rang. 
 

Exercise F 
1 - They have been having / eating their lunch since 12.30 p.m. 
2 – She has been sleeping since 11 p.m. 
3 - She has been knitting this sweater since last year. 
4 - They have been living in Tetouan since 1982. 
5 - I have had / I have been using this handbag since 2003. 


